
The strange and the close.
Documentation of a digital handbook.
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How it started.
The idea.

The idea of designing a digital

handbook or tool for students

who study within different

countries was born in a semi-

nar week in Arco. A group of

students and professors of the

University of Applied Sciences

Cologne, Department of De-

sign, travelled to Arco, a small

village next to the Lake Garda

in Italy to participate in the

seminar The strange and the

close . The aim of the seminar

w as to learn how to deal with

unknown cultures, different

people and situations that the

participants in their ever-

yday«s life were not familiar

with by living in a foreign

country, speaking a non

mothertongued language and

dealing with mostly strange

people.

Therefore the groupmembers

had to participate in different

social and intellectual activi-

ties: freeclimbing in the surro-

unding mountains of Arco and

lectures about social skills and

theoretical informations about

how to deal with different cul-

tures, people, etc.

All the results, what the group-

members learned and others

helpful informations for people

that are international learners

or students, should be summa-

rized within a handbook. 

For that it was chosen to

design a website, which can be

used as a platform for different

informations about european

or international studying. 

This platform is mainly about

international communication

between different design stu-

dents all over the world. 

It«s about travelling, meeting

new people, making new 

friends, sharing experiences or

common goals, transmitting 

knowledge and ideas or just

participating in hot events all 

over europe. 



Structure of the website.
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Structure of the website.

The structure of the website

consists of the four main infor-

mation fields:

¥ events

¥ people

¥ schools

¥ programs

The forum is a part of all the

four main topical areas.

The diagram shows in which

information fields exist and in

which way the information is

arranged. 

The two information fields tips

and messages (forum) are

grouped separately, because

they appear in all the other

four information fields and by

doing so reffering their content

to them.

People Events Exchange Programs Schools

Forum

Tips

Home

Barak European Bachelor / 
Master of Design

University of Applied 
Sciences, Cologne

Arco 2001

Stays of Barak

-> University of Applied 
Sciences, Cologne (April 2001 
- September 2001)
-> ...

Barak's Events

-> Arco 2001
-> ...

Barak's Exchange 
Programs
-> Erasmus
-> ...

Activities and Results

- Presentations
- Climbing

Schedule

- Mo: Arrival
- Tue: Presentation 1, 
Climbing
- ...

People in Arco 2001

-> Barak
-> Galit
-> Moshe
-> ...

Tips for Arco 2001

- Bring leisure clothes
- Don't copy in the hotel
- ...

Messages about 
Arco 2001
20. 4.2001 The group is 
great...
19.4.2001 The weather is OK

General Information

- Goals
- Preconditions
- Application Process
- ...

Tips from Barak

- Israelians shoudl take care 
of the military sign off.
- Bring your own Hummus!

Messages from Barak

20. 4.2001 Climbing is easier 
than I thought...
19.4.2001 The weather is OK

Schools participating

-> University of Applied 
Sciences, Cologne
-> Politechnico, Milano
-> ...

General Information

- Goals
- Hosted by: -> University...
- Reasons
- ...

General Information

- Home school:  -> Tel Aviv
- Address: ...
- Hobbies: ...
- Date of birth: ...

People participating in 
European BA/MA
-> Maria
-> Patricia
-> Stefan
-> ...

Programs the school 
participates in
-> European BA/MA of 
Design
-> Erasmus
-> ...

Tips for BA / MA

- Learn the language you 
need!
- Meet foreign people!
- ...

Messages about 
European BA/MA
20. 4.2001 Helsinki is preety 
cold!
19.4.2001 I found my big love 
here in Paris.

People studying at 
University of Applied...
-> Maria
-> Patricia
-> Stefan
-> ...

Guest Students at 
University of Applied...
-> Galit
-> Pierre
-> Oliver
-> ...

Tips for University...

- Learn the language you 
need!
- Meet foreign people!
- ...

Messages about 
University of Applied
20. 4.2001 This school is so 
chaotic!
19.4.2001 The girls are great 
here.

General Information

- Concept
- Contact
- ...
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Designelements.
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Logo and typography.
Designelements.

The logo is of a word-image

brand. The image part consists

of coloured circles which repre-

sent the idea of international

communication, connecting

people, combining different

cultures and languages. 

The word part consists of the

font Avant Garde Gothic, which

is a font who has a young and

dynamic gracefullness, which

supports the idea of flexible 

use of the website and innova-

tive communication between

design students from all over

the world. In the floating text

the type ªVerdana  is used,

which is a font known for

excellent readibility at the

monitor.

The logo is combined with the

communivative addition the

european design student

exchange platform  which

underlines on one hand the

function of the website and on

the other hand defines for

what the name neurope

stands for.
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image part

Verdana

word part claim



Layout-Raster.
Designelements.

The website is structured into

the following five areas.

Logo and navigation path:

This is the area, where the

logo is always placed. Below

the logo the user finds his/her

navigation path, which shows

him chronologically how

he/she navigated.

Main navigation:

In this area the user finds the

main contents of the website.

Content:

This area is used for the pre-

sentation of different informa-

tions and interactive elements

as e.g. log-in, messages, tips.

Images and graphical 

elements:

This area contains all image or

illustrated-informations.

Sender:

In this area the sender

University of Applied Sciences

Cologne, Department of Design

is represented. 

page 9 ¥ 11.05.01 ¥ The strange and the close ¥ Patricia Bogesits ¥ Maria Hillmann ¥ Stephan Knobloch ¥ Stefan Moritz ¥ Marian Steinbach

Logo and navigation path 

Content Images

and 

graphical

elements

main

navigation

sender



Content.
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Content.

1. Starting page

2. People

3. Schools

4. Programs

5. Events

6. Forum
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Starting page.
Content.

The starting page has the fun-

ction to appetize new users to

become a member of the neu-

ropean community. From here

the user has the possibility to

reach all the information

connected in this side. There is

an area, where he/she gets the

current information about new

members, the hottest tips and

present-day messages.
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People — special example.
Content.
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In this area the user finds

information about the home-

school and other of this person

visited foreign schools.

The informations are created

by the user with the aim to

contact them (E-mail, ICQ

etc.)



Schools .
Content.
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On this page the user gets a

general overview about the

schools participating within the

neuropean network. 

Every participating school has

her own site. These pages are

relevant for people who want

to go abroad. 

Furthermore this area is com-

bined with tips and personal 

experiences of the forum.



Events — general information.
Content.
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W orkshops, seminars and dis-

cussions, which take place 

around the neuropean commu-

nity and schools are presented

here. Contents, photographies

and other documents are offe-

red beeign able to download to

interested users.



Events — special information.
Content.

This is the area where photos

and informations of the the

chips workshop in Paris are

placed and can be placed.
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Programs .
Content.

In this information field are 

placed the aims and concepts 

of the different exchange and

study programs. 

The user as well can get iinfor-

mation about the students who

are involved in such a program.

Furthermore this area is combi-

ned with tips and personal 

experiences of the forum.
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Forum .
Content.
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The forum offers room for

messages and tips about uni-

versities, programs, and activi-

ties which are posted by the

users. These messages can be

read, replied and structured

after different criterias.



View.
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View.

This website is supposed to be

an open tool for students who

study in a foreign country or

participating in international

design projects all over the

world. It should help the parti-

cipants of the neuropean

comunity to find usefull infor-

mation about different people

and making him/her profiting

from their experience and tips.

For this the website technically

is programed to be handled

easy and userfriendly. 

By content the website is fre-

quently open, that means that

in future times, if lot«s of peo-

ple join the website, we could

think about different groups ,

chat-rooms, newsletters or

more interactive elements on

the website. It would be possi-

ble to give the frame to other

european events.

By doing so the website has a

strong potential to become a

dynamic frame in which infor-

mations can be published and

interrogated easily by many

people. This network would

gives space for different ideas,

innovative comunication plat-

forms and should help to

approach different cultures.

But the website is just the tool. 

Without the engament and

motivation to participate and

become an active member of

the website it all will not come

to live and a great chance and

potential of living in this world

and participating as a designer

who is not nationaly bounda-

ried will fade aw ay.
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Neurope — a digital handbook.
Impressum.

Short-term-project in the summersemester 2001,

University of Applied Sciences Cologne, Department of Design

Patricia Bogesits  

Maria Hillmann 

Stephan Knobloch 

Stefan Moritz 

Marian Steinbach

Initiated by Prof. Birgit Mager and Prof. Wolfgang Laubersheimer.

Under the leading of Melanie V lker.
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